[Current status and problems of home parenteral nutrition for terminal cancer patients from the viewpoint of indication].
Since June 1993, we have been performing home parenteral nutrition (HPN) for end-stage cancer patients. We studied how many patients could be treated with HPN, why they were not able to be treated with HPN in the terminal stage cancer patients, 158 cases, who admitted and died in our ward from June 1993 to April 1997. Eighty-six patients (54.4%) were considered to not be indicated for HPN, due to general weakness (28 cases), dyspnea (17 cases), need for medical care other than HPN (34 cases), and inability to understand this treatment (1 case). Fifty-six patients (35.4%) were considered to have been able to be treated with HPN and could have had returned home. Fifteen patients (26.8%) were given HPN. Four cases wanted to stay in the hospital after they knew the truth and the prognosis of their disease. Another four patients became weak while preparing for HPN and could not go home. Eighty percent of patients could not to be treated with HPN because of the factors of their family. Eight patients had no family to cared for them. Twelve patients were refused to the truth of their disease. The families of 13 cases refused to accept and care for them in their home. We may conclude that co-operation among patients, their family and the medical staff is the most important factor in providing HPN for end-stage cancer patients.